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Summary 



This report provides information on the mandatory steps to building a memorial on 
federal property in the District of Columbia. It also provides information on creating 
memorials in Arlington National Cemetery, within the Department of Veterans Affairs 
National Cemetery System, and in state veterans’ cemeteries. In addition, it discusses 
public and private initiatives at the state and local levels to create memorials including 
successful local fund-raising efforts. This report will be updated annually. 



24 Steps to Erecting a Memorial in Washington, DC 1 

Listed below are the requisite steps that must be met in order to build a memorial or 
monument on federal property in the District of Columbia. 

1. Memorial sponsor seeks National Capital Memorial Advisory Commission 
(NCMAC) 2 assistance to review the requirements and process established by the 
Commemorative Works Act of 1986 3 and its applicability to the proposed 
memorial. 4 



1 Information compiled from material received from the Office of Lands, Resources, and 
Planning, National Capital Region, U.S. National Park Service, August 27, 2007. 

2 National Capital Planning Commission, the Commission on Fine Arts, and the National Capital 
Memorial Commission are the three federal agencies responsible for the location and design of 
new commemorative works on federal land. Since 1997, the agencies have worked together as 
the Joint Task Force on Memorials. In their initial report, the Joint Task Force recommended to 
Congress that the Commemorative Works Act be amended to change the name of the National 
Capital Memorial Commission to the National Capital Memorial Advisory Commission. The 
request was granted in P.L. 99-652. 

3 For Commemorative Works Act, see P.L. 99-652. 

4 Contact Glen DeMarr, (202) 619-7027 or Nancy Young, (202) 619-7097 at the National Park 
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